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New phototntergretation umingtes
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THE HOLOCAUST REYISITED:
A NMETROSFECTIVE ANALYSIS OF TIHE
AUSCHWITZBIRKENAU EXTERMINATION COMPLEX

Dine A, Brugioni and Robernt G. Palrier

The authars have been stroag advocates of the application of seeial phetography
to histerical research and analysls, Qur convictions about the wtility of this medium to
the professional hisiorian have been strengthencd as we became increasingly aware of
the meny histoical problems te which the exploitation of aerial photography can
comtribule an added dimension. Is this paper, we allempl to demoroirate the
aprlication of aerial photography %o a hinoriographleal problem,

Quer Interest in the sulyect of Maxi concentration camps was rekindled by the
television presentstion " Halocaust.” In the more tan thicty years sinoe VE Day, &
May 1H3, much has happened to these camps. Somne, like Treblinka, have been
completely ohliterated; olhers, such as Dachau and Auschwitz, have boon partially
preserved as memaorials.

Acrial reconnaimance was on Impartant intelligence 1ol and played a sgnificant
role in Warld War Il We wondered whether nny aerial photography of these camps
had Bweem acquired aned preserved i government records. [F imagery was available, we
thaught it fkely that the many saphisticated advances in optical viewing, and the
equipment apd teehnigees of plotezraphic interpretatian develaped at the Natieaal
Phetegraphie Interpretation Center [NPIC) in pecent years would enalde us 10 extract
more infermation than could have been derived durierg Werld War 11

We had a namber of ndvantazes net availalide to the Werld War 1T photographic
Interpreters. Instead of 7X twbe mapnifiers, we had miero-dereascops. Our modern
Laboratory  photo-enlargess weee vastly superior to those avallilde o ealier
Enterpretess, While the Warkd War 11 photcimterpreter performed his anzlysls by
exominirg paper prints we wouhl we duplicate film pesitves allowing detailed
cxanination of any setivity recorded on the [ilin, The present day imagery analyst
altsa bas the advantage of years of wraining and capericreoe, while the World War 1
phatointerpreter was extremely imited in both. Most importantly, For this profect, we
hawe the advantigs of hindsight and ahundant eyewilnes aceounts and investizative
reparts on these camps.! We therefare had the soportunity to study the sulseat from a
unigue perspeclive.

We faced two immediate problems as we began cur investigation. We knew that
thee cameras carried by Waoeld Wi I reconnaisance aircralt were limited to about
150 expasures af Super-XX Acrocon film per camers and that this Film resolved alout
3% lines por millimeter, The Tilm was expesed at “paint’” rather than “area”™ 1argets

| Tha Timtelligrnece colfateral” Tor this pazer war draws maindy Brom O Braus and E Kulka, The Deai
Factony, Mow Yook, 1066; N Lovin, The Mobxourt, Mew Yook, 197 ard the official Folish povemnment
Ervestignlbon, Germea Crimed in Poleed, 2 Voli, Waraw, 180547, which draw on primary sounces.
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which were selected for their siratepic or tactical impactance. Thus, when the
veconnabizange alreraft approached the target, the pilot or aceal photegrapher weukd
switch on the cameras shor ly befeoe rexching the targed amd then turn them aff agnin
s soan as e torget was imaged. These was polhing like the brosd ara coverage
whieh medern phistorccennalsance makes avablable to the phote researcher. Te fiml
photos of a concentrntion camp, therelore, we would have 1o ideatify one which was
Bocated close lo a largel of dralegie interest.

Sinee the Nazl concenlration camp system was so widespread, we also had the
immediale chore of narrowing e scope of the inveslipntion to manageahls
proporlions. Owr research revealed that the Auschwile-Birkenau  eatermination
enmpdes wos anly & Hiometers fram 2 lirge I G, Farkben synthethie cil snd robber
manufacturing facility, We knew that oil and rubber production plants wese high on
e Allled Bomilirg list, Auschiwite, then, i addition o prosiding us with o hézh
dezres of name recognition, offered o strong probahility of having been filmed os a
byeproduct of tactical recontaissance, Our research soon produced positive resualts

The Defense Intelligence Azency, which is (e custodian of World War 11 aerial
reconmaisancs Tecords, was given e coordinates for Chwlesim (Auchwitz), Folaml,
through XPICS film distribution ond control centes. DIA ran o computber search
agairsl the coordinates within tse time frame we had seleeted and produced 3 print-
aul of all the wnclasiflied shotesraphic references to fim stared i the Xational
Archives reconds center ot Suitland, Marvland. From s 184 we were alde 1o omxler
the pholography we desiesd sent 10 NPIC foe plotographic analysis On off-duy
hevers, we expmined ol the avoilable unclasified serial imagery for evidence of the
Holncamst a1 Auscliwite

The Anschuliz-Birtkenoa Extermingtion Compler

The Auschwitz-Bitkenan complex had its ociging in spring 190 A corceniralion
camp wis organized inoa Tormwer military camp I e siburbs of Oswieciin
{rmschwitzh Foland, When the fizst traindead of German eriminal prisonees acrived In
June 1840, it marked the beginning of a wstem which would eventually total some 54
sulmadlary camps and make the name of Auschwilz symonymous with lereor and
death.?

In the fall of 141, the Auschwite concentration camp enberod the mod sinister
phase of is expansion with the construction of o comp on the meors of Dreexinka
(Birkennu). Under cover of a prisoner of wor camp, it would became a conter for
Sondeebefandfing, o, "Spectal Trestment,™ the Naxl eodewordd for exterminztion,
Tuarirg the fellowing three zrl coe=hall years, oo estimated twe 10 three 2rd one-half
million preople woald meet their deaths on this remole Polish moos.

Dictails of the harsors perpetraled al Auselwite have been peporled mony 11'm-:-_i
and ak lemzthe [t ds rsob ewsr prerpese b ecilerate thet eype of detail bat rather to see iF
ony af that aetivity had been recarded Ty the Woeld War [ aerial ceconnaisance
CLTRICERS,

Ausehwitz 45 beeated dnoa remnobe arca soethwest of Warsaw on the Eeakow-10-
Viennn rail line. We found oo evidence of any .h._uil‘d_l::mrl:uniu:tn.m effart in the
Auseliwite area priar to April 1944 On 4 April 1994, an American feconnaissanos
alseraft approachol the buzge 1 G Farben facility for the first time,

The format emploved in the kalanee of this paper will present the hackerourd
infermation far a particular topic amd then a phsteeraphic analyas of the pertinent

FPRpas aml Kulka, The Deaeh Foaoory, p &
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Photo 1: The Auschwitz-Birkenau Complex, 26 June 1944 P‘hafo 1A: The I. G. Farben Complex
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Imagery, AR avallshle imagery on Auschwitz noquired belween <1 April 1944 and 21
January 1945 was examined. 1

Dackgreund: Canstruction of the vatious Auschwilz camps began in spring 1940,
Auschwitz 1, the so-called Main Camp, was aperationz] by Fall of thal vear, The
development of Birkeraw (Auschwilz 11 began in fall 1941 with Russian peisoners of
war os corstruction crews, The L G, Farlen bndustrial Eacility, refarned to az "Buns™
{Auschwitz 11), was begun ot Monawiee in April 1M1 Expansicn of these {3e(lithes
was virlually continuows until the evacuation of the area by the Nazisin January 1543,
The aperation af these vast petrochemical fzeilities was a joint 55 and 1. G. Farben
veniture Fasben had full access be o seurce of slave laboe—gariscaces from Auschwilz
aml local British prisomers of war—and the 55 reccived the salaries paid their
TriSamer. ’

Crippling the German petrocliemical peoduction systesn was a ligh  Allied
priotity, so Lhe targeting of the Farben complex was inevitable. The late date of the
recennaisance cffort is probaldy alsibutable to the plants production satus; il
produced no significant amounts of fuel until 1944, Another factor was probably the
distance from Allled alr bases—about 730 miles fram Englond and 700 miles froon
Lialy.

Phato Evidense: The mision of 4 Apeil 1944 precluced very liithe photographic
coverage of the L G Farlen comples. It was ol until te 26 June 1944 mibsion
(Phatas | & 1A4) that on cvernll view of the complex, both as to extent and porpeas,
could be interpreted. Forour study, heweser, even the partially sueoeslie] sdssion af 4
April provided  positive. evidence.

Arschacirs [

Backgranrd; Detalls of the origin of the camp have been owlined earlicr, b
same additional comments sre approprizte. It was at ehis Facality thal avperimenis in
inass extermination by wsing 2pbdon-B gas were fist caeried oul, Rudell Hies, Lhe
noborieus cnmp cemmondant, indtially tested the wee of that gas on Ruwsdan prisavers of
war in 1941, The fint gas chamber and crematerium, somber 1 Dby the Moed
numbsering system, was laber conatrucied al this camp. The Maln Camp penal Barracks
for problem prismers (Barracks Block 11}, and the medical experdmentation barrack
lecated bere would both become - infammaous.

Mheteo Evidence: Aralysis of the facilities at Awsclwitz [ (Moo 2] combined with
tlie collaleral information, cotroborate epewitpes accouns of ils deseription, We can
Identify Gas Chamber 2rd Crematarium I, the Commandant’s quoartiers, the camp
headguacters and adminitration buildings, the peisoner registration” building, the
individual barrack Blocks and the infamous "evceution wall™ between barrack blocks
10 ar<tk 11. This bger facility was wsed, for the exemplary execation of “problem™
prizaners. Death was inflicted either by banging or shoating against the eaccialion wall,
In adidition 1o the above, the camp kitchen, sward toawers, and the seeurity fencing can
all be identified.

Oin the photography of 4 April 1044, w small vehicle was id.ve-l:l!ificd in & specially
secured annex adiacent 1o the Main Comp gas chamber, Evewilness acoounts descrilse
how prisonsers arriving in Awschwitz-Birkenaw, not krowing they were destined for
exterpdnation, were comforted Iy the presence af 2 “Red Crees ambolanee” In
reality, the 55 used that vehlck 1o transport the Eeadly Zpblon-B crystals, Could ghis
be 1that notorious vehicke? While conclusive prool it locking, the vehicle wos not
presenl on Imagery of 2% August and 13 September 1944 aller the extermination
facility had been corverted 1o an air raid shelier

5 bt
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The preferred method of shipplng pelscners 1o Auschwitz was by mil. Large
transpoets arrived in the railyards of Ausehwitz fremm all sections of Eorepe. Tio the
weil of e comp, 25 shewn [n Phote 2 2 number of tramsports are present 4o the
railyard and an additienal train is arriving. A new mil spar from the main line nto
Birkenaw is oomder corstrudion. Eyewitness accounts indicate that work on this spar
continued roundd the clock In anticipatlon of speciol shipments of Hungarian Jews in
May=July 144" Scme cquipment, probably construction gear, opprrars $o be ot work
an the new spur, 1 was eomplete and operationsl when seen on dmagory of 26 June
1944,

Birkenau

Baekground: Hirkenaw, the " Birch Wood,"" underwent continuous expansson from
aslumn 1941 wntil the suspension of the extermination effart in November 1944, Az a
“Special Treatment™ facility, it had a planned capacity of 20,000 prisosers. Hal bazl
Cermany won the war, evidence presemed ot the War Crimes Trials reveabee that it
was destinezd to be the extermination center For the Crech and Polish nations? The
camp contalned more than 250 barrack blocks subdivided into sectiors armd somme 95
suppact buildings. Four large gas chambers and crematoris were contrcted here in
1943,

Plato Evidense: A TX enlargement of the 26 Tune 1944 imagery revesls the camp
layaut im considerable detall (Phote 33 The rail spure ond debarkation paint near Gas
Chambers 1 and 11 are complete. & rail transport {5 present within Birkemaw, The sile
af Uhe Ferur gad chambers and erematoria ean be identilied. The locations of the varioes
Birkenau sulscames, eg, Use "Gypey Camg,” the “Womien's Camp,™ could 2l ke
traced. Expansion of the facility into Section 11 §s under way. The 55 Headquaness
and Barescks comples i seen el of the camp. The security arrangements can e
teaced in considerable detail

Several indications of extermination activitics can be identified in the cmp.
Sirwoke can bes seen near the cump'’s main filtration facibity. While this Is (o be oxpected
near the CAMP crcmaloria, where bedies had o be bummed in apen pits 1h|r|ng the
hectic days of the Hungarian Jewish influx, It & 3 surprise o s il here, There are a
nizmber of groumd traces pear Gas Chambers and Crematoria 1V and W whish could
also be connected with extermination activiibes. Groued scarring appears to the rear of
Gas Chamber and Crematorin IV areld Is very notiecable to the lnvmediate north and
wist of Gas Clamber and Crematorium ¥, These features correlate with evewitnes
accounts of ks dll:s nesr thess Eaﬂ“liﬁ; tRry wepe no Josger presect on coverage of
26 July and 1F September 1244, The small scale of the fmagery, however, prevents
mare detalled and concligive nferprelation.®

In portions of the imagery oot shown in Phata 3, activity in the radl vasds, the
Lavout of the surreunding ooartrvside, 1o nchivde soveral of the Polish villages fercibly
evacuated when the Nazls established Auschwilz, and the marshies scuth of the camp
wiedl Tor huanan ash disposal can be sdentilied.

Imagery acquited on 26 July 1944 added little new information 1o the stady. The
fict evidence of Allied bomibéng al the L G Farben complex and a very large
trangpeort of prisooers in Birkenau conld be tdentified, While an everall vlew of the
complen was chbtained, the exceptionally small scale of the imagery preclded detalbed

inerprefotion,

Kraws ared Kulia, The Drath Factory, p 132; Cerman Crimes in Polend, Vol 1 oo 8850

*Krans and Kulka, The Dyzth Fartorw, o 1T
4 Gemman Crime e Fobind, Yol 1, oo 5580
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Phota 2; Aysghwiig I, 4 April 1744
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The Esterminatéon Process e o
Bockgronnd: Extermination operations in prisgres ai Bizkenau were recorded an
acrial photegraphy of 25 Aupust 16464, By that time, rall teamports of prisoners wene
beirg channeled imo Auschwilz from locations throughout occupicd Eorape 10 a
desperate allempt bo zchiese the *Final Salutlon”™ préoe to U collapse of the Nazi war
machine. After a Lrip lasting froem a few hors todays, these wha sureives] the leammey
{aped o selection progess. 55 “doctors” acrovml the prisonees e determine those Tt 10
Roer vl 058 8lave Biboress and those 10 be eaterminated. These selecied as lalorers were
sent “to the right' while those to be exterminated were sent “to the 1oft,™ secording 1o

nucngrcas evewilness soeounts of these Lt tragie moeents.

Fhorte Ecidence: A 10X enlargemenl of [magery acqoiced on 25 August covers
caily the seutheen thind of Birkenao and is of very high quality.far its day (Phote 41,
The imagery. illuiestes evewitness aocourds of the death process a1 Birkenau, & il
travapart of 35 cors is at the Birkenaw raithead aml debarkation poinl. Prisoners can le
seen Leside the train, The selectivn procea is either under way o7 completed, One
group of priscners i opgarently being marched e Gas Chamber arsl Crematoziam [

"Rraus and Kulks, The Deark Fectory, pp 150-141
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Photo 31 Birkencs Extermi Comp, 26 Jra 1944
&2 ":-"ﬁf
The gate of that facility is open amd appedes ko be the destination of that [llfated
proup.t

Groups of prisonces. can be seen manching about - the compound, standics
Foematzon, urslengoing disinfection and porforming tasks which cannct be fdentified
solely From imapery. & dotailed view of the Women's Camip and i!'ll.lll-i!h-'l-'ll I‘-'\JJ'J'H&_
hincks was ohtained. {Many of the weealbed “lamadks™ provdded as living qoarters
were coginally prefobricated staliles intended for we in Atk with the Afeila
Kotpi) We can alo [dentlfy details of the camp securily system—the electrified
Femens, g bowers, (e camp mabn gate and puardbons:, as well ax the special
security arrangements around the gas chambers and crematoria

Wigh qualay imageey of the entire Bitkenaw complex was obtained For the firs
tlime on 13 September 1944 A huge transporl of some 35 boxcars is present at the
Birkenau railkead. Detakls of the compound, including the expansion inla Section 111

# Collatedad inl o gl rhat abes & veey Bbely lsom Al Loda ghetio, This was e lass
Jradeh ghetin in Foland ko be Booidated, Thi sctins ook plare Betwees 2-30 Sugod 1864 A b Hbkely
pomaitrilng bs vl the wheting sere memders of (e Freah ipdergnemed, s bo aie kissm o bave Teon weal
ta Hirkerom during 13 prricd
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r .
Phota 4 Exterminafion Frocass of Bikenow, 25 August 1944 = 7% %)
P
necessitated by the lasge influx of Hungarian Jews, were oboerved.” A large columm of
prisences. estimated al some 1,500 in mamber, s marching an the camp’s main noath-
sputh road. There ix activity at Gas Chamber and Cremalorium 1V, and 95 gate i
ogen; this may e the final destination of the newly aerived prisoners.

Hegistration

Backprocitd: Prizoners selecled as slave laborers wese proceseed  rough a
regastration system which culminated in numbsers being tattoced om theie arms prior o
their being gquaramtined amd asigned 10 work details

Phaoto Evidenee: [n Auschwilz L we have the other park of the drama, these senl
“to the right,” belng enacted st Tirkeman (Phete 31 In front of the Main Camp
Registration Huilding, o lang line of prisooess i visible. This was undoulzedly the
groug spaced death in the gas chambers b comdemned o a living death inoan 55
work eletail They stand frozen in time, awniting thele tattoos ond work ssignments.

[k war not poaabde 1o apecify the nationalities of the grouga in the phoegraghs lrom te eellareial
Eefremation. They mbght have cose (om eilher the rempants of the Ledz ghetio o From Crecboibevakia.

¥
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Phela 3 Regitirotion, Awschwdrz |, 25 Avgen 1944

ra JES
The Gor Chombers amd Cremalontia

Backgrownd; The gas chambess and crematoria ot Birkensy were deslgned 1o
process same 12,000 peopde 2 day, The prisoners sent "io the bt were deceived inla
thinking they weve poing to be showered aml disinfected. After undressing in an
anterooa, they were herdad into the dower/gas clunber and put g death by means
of Zpkfon-B gas erystals introduced into the chamsber through eaterier vents, The
hodies were then meved to Lhe erematoria or external burning pits for disws:ll.

Fhote Etdence: The photozraphy of the gas chambers and crematoria in the
scuthern section of Birkenau appear 1o be historically unigque (Plhioto 61 As far as we
have been abde to determine, no other photegraphy of these Bacilities existe The
Birkenau gas chambers wene speclal secess Facilities, even for moest Nozis, ard 2l
photozraphy was forbidden, The extermination facilitbes a1 the camp were destroyed
by the Nazls prior 1o (e camip'’s being liberatesd by the Bed Army dn January 1945,

We can Bdentify tho wneliessing rooms, gas chambers ond crematieeia sections as
well as e chimneys On the soof of the sub-surface gas chambers, we can see the

" Rran snd Kulka, The Drarh Faceedi oo 134-140,

le)
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Phoio & Goi Chomber and Cremoloriom 1, 25 August 1944 i,' # 5.&;"--
FRBES -

venls el b dnsert the Zokfion-B exs crystals™ A& large phtcan be seen behind Doth Gas
Chambers and Crematoria 1 and 11 it is probable tat these wees the pils used in
summer 1R for the apen cremation of badies which conld mot I haratled i the
crepnaloria. Moasigrement of Gas Chambers 1 amld 11 Ly NG phologrammetrists
provided construction dats oo the ceematodia oot available from the archilectorn)
plams.

Mumepous sonrecs speak of the wellkept lands and landseaning around the
crematoria; some deseribexl the Luildings a5 " ledgedike,” “icnbustrial looking,” or
having a “'bakery-like” appearance. These descriptions ane borne eat Ty the imagery
of 25 Aumust 1944 In which a parl-like rectungle is sisilie. In the imagery of 13
September 1841 lambscaping i3 visible arcond all four extermination facilities.

o Althsugh supvivors recalled that simoke ond lame emanslod cordinnally Eeam the
cremateria chimneys and was visille Tor mitles, the photesraphy we ewamined zave o
msilive proal o this®

"l

& = The fmagrey rramined from eeconls of he exiciminaton perical [nclude 4 Apil 25 June, 26 July, 25
Aupeg, and 13 Seplemder EDEA
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Phats T Gex Chombars and Cremoforia IV ond ¥, 13 Seplesber 1944
If:: i L=

The imagery acquined on 153 Seplember 1944 provides a anigue view of Gas
Chambers and Cromataria 1V and V (Phote 7). Located amaong the trees of the “Birch
Woed,” these Focilities could not be seen by sarvivics prisoners in the camp. They o
wege of @ different destzm than Gas Chambers and Crematoaia 1 aesd 11; they had twe
satker than one chimney cach, and were built 1otally above ground rather than having
sinderground sectiond. An additional piece of information, mal inclisded in Fheta 6, s
he view of twe baree buildings some 500 meters west of the disinfection Back. It is
prebrabile 1t thiese are twoe of the 1842-43 ero extermination facililies awed prior b
e constevction of Ve Tour main gas chambess in 1043,

12
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Deactivalion and MHemicrtiing ﬁ-f the Congrles

Rackprarnd: When imagery of Bdirbenan was nest acqaired, the operatianal
status of Lthe camp had changed radically, By 2% November 15844, the Nazl war effart
ore all fronts was on the verge of collipee, & dramatic thooph Fulibe resolt of the
Seaiderkommande  hal cecutred on T Ocleber 144 ot Gas Chamber and
Crematorinm IV.? Extermination a1 Birkenau was officially terminated on 3
November B0 The fiest stamet of evacustion of the privoners aml (e Lechnieal
equipimeit began shortly  therealler,

Fhote Evidenee: Photography of 20 Novernber amd 21 December 19440 enalles us
tia manites the prowress of the Nazl evacuation efforts (Phote 81 For the first time
sinee Allisd photeeraphy hadd been sequinsd; oo train 5 Jocated in the Birkenao
railbead. The enierior of all extermination Tacilities, willi the exceptbon of Cas
Clamber and Crematorium 1V destroved on T October 1944, apgear to be intact. The
dismantling of Sectinm 110 of Birkensn b begon

Om imagery accpuired o 20 December 1944, tee prowres of the rvacuation ellon
is chearly dliscernible, The clectrificd Fenor around Sectlon [ and the guard towers
there hove been dismantled. The former bocation of the various barrack blocks and
wipgaert buildings can b idenlificd. The Boht st oover peovides an ald 1o oar
interpretation effons by highlizhting sofl marks and depresinns, making it casler to
identily man-made digurhances. There i3 o cbear view of Gas Chamber ansd
Crematorium 1V's former [scation." Additiorslly, Bareacks Block T 11/C 11 has been
dlestroved, prd',unhh' by Fire. We were abde to find no reference 1o this event inoihe
collateral material

Fhoto 8 details Nazi efforts to dismantle the technical couipsment at Gas
Clasmbers and Crematecia 1T and WL We can race the dismantling of 1he speelal
security Feneing around these  installations, the removal of the rocfs and the
underground dressing roams, the dismantlics of the eldmneys, amd the Tilling. of the
pil o Lhe fear of Gas Clamber sl Ceematorium N1 As far a5 we know, this s s
unicque photo of that sctivity.

Fracraddiom

Bud'gml.rnn': The final period of Amwschwite i that Smosediately pricr te he
evacuation of Januaey 15-21, 1945 By that tine, the Nazis faced defeat on every From
and were teving dosperofely 10 prazs all troces af the extermination program. When
perisomers coubil mot Be evacumaied, their detruction was (he altemative. Many of 1he
Auschwing facilitles bad, In fact, Been dismantbed and shipped 1o Gormany For use n
Mlﬂ."r carpenration  camps.

FPhoto Evidence: The heavy bomb damage nllicted wpos the 1 G Farlen
campdes 15 vizible in Phobe 100 Thix L8 [armary 1943 imagery revealed mare than fud
bemb craters and 44 damaged buildings st that Facility,

The camp ot Buna (Phate 118 & still operational as evidenoed by the melling
oy on bhe barrack Mock roofs. Cleared footpaths and strects are further evidencr of
mowvement in and aroursd the compound.

Anchwilz 1 i abo oocupicd on 14 Janizary 15043 (FPlots 128 18 was the Lt camp

1 be evacunted. Snow melt on the rools indicates that the basracks remain cocupled,

M The Scaderkommaands wai g apecial enbl ol pricesen T By ihe Xasis 63 asbd b B ealeimmimaton

activitios, cxpecially in the dhpona] of bealic Themaches saikad Tof extesmming o, ose groep amempled o

rebel. Ahhoueh they sucvesded in detroping Gas Chamber ond Crematorien 1V, they were o9 Eilled
i Grn The Prark Fecloey, pp 21263 and Cerrda Oawees dn Polaad, Vol 1, pp SO0
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PRate B: Evecvalion Progeit irkeno, 1 December 1544

with ome impartant exception. Tt-fLME?n beeat amd presence of snow an the roof of
Barracks Block 10, site of the infamous medical experiments. indieate that it is
emply."?

Timagery of Birkenau (Phote 120 abo presents an informative and surprising
recaed. Section 11T of Birkenou has been completely dismontled and evocunbed,
inclading the puard towers. The smow cover on the roofs ol the Weamen's Camp
inslicates that it bad Leen evacusted. Within Camp 11, it is casy to detoct which of the
harracks are probably still eocupéed os evidenced by the melting saow on the barack
block roofs. The camp luad been pariially evacuated, Several building had been
dismantled i the Women's Camp sinco the 21 December 1981 coverage

Thie mnst revealing photopraphic ovidenee 10 cmerpe frome analyis of the 21
December 1904 and 14 January 1045 Doagesy conters on Gas Chambers and
Cremategia 11 and WL The official Polish Investigation stated that these facilities had
bBeen dismantled and blown up in Novemnmber 1944, bat this-is elearly conradicted by
the presence of the installations en imagery of 29 Navember amd 21 December 18K,

' The 55 lucied hurefreds of “medical iment” o proosens daring the evidence of ks,
These included peeudescienbie Baratimitions ivie fectony, stlempds 1o oroaln I_wiM. sarvalion
eiperimenis, ele. carmed ook by 55 dockors
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Fioto ¥: Dismontling of Goa Chombers 1l oand NIl 21, Decembear 1944
I ';P{:Pff’

andd that of 14 January 1545 " Examination of theee facilities shows them to be anly
parlially dismantledl On the 4 January 1E45 imagery, however, evidence of final
preparations for destrsetion may be smder way, Snow pallerns bndicste activity by
velidcles and personine] at these sites. Tn any case, they had been destroyed prior 1o the
camp being Liberated by the Red Arenyt' Heee inoa osmall way, photographic
intelligenee coptributes evideroe ‘clarifving the official history of Auschwilz.

Cemeluston

ot rewiew of the imagery aoquired over the Auschwitz-Bigkenay extermination
complex was interesting and, we think, historieally valoable. The phaloprashs
ilhtrate a major historical pheromencn from o pew perspective and e some cases
provide data wnavallable from oter sourees, Our eapericnce seengthens our belick
that werial photography, iterpected  with medesn intelligence techniques and
eqquipment, i a research soaree which could be profitalily mined by the profesions|
hisbarian,

' German Crirses i Polezd, Vol I @ 91,
11 [l
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PRata 11: Zeclion of “Buma,"” Auschwitz Ml 14 Jomary 1943
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Phete 12 Aviehwile |, 14 Jamsary 1945
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Phote 13 Birkenou Exierminclien Comp, 14 Jonsary 1945
EE SeOy
The reconnalsmance pilols who risked their lives te photograph the I G Farben
complex had no idea that their effacts would coe day be remembersd not for that
particular farget but for the grim evidenoe subsequently revealed on the Tringes of
their photographs, The Weeld War 11 phatolnterpreter probably cowld Sdenily
nthing mace than the Farben plant amd some labarprisoner of war camps. He could
neither see por imagine the scone of the Buman deama hidden beneath his eves, which
e imapery analysis and retrepective historical nnalysis wonld {'\'cnl:ua”y revesl,




